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80TH COMMEMORATION OF THE GUYZANCE TRAGEDY -  17 JANUARY 2025 

The Guyzance Commemoration took place on a fine dry morning at the memorial beside the weir on the 

River Coquet where the tragedy took place on a black winter’s day on 17 January 1945, when the water was 

plunging over the weir from the river in flood on which the training should have been postponed but was 

not. The boats practising river crossings upstream were already on the water when a messenger from the 

exercise commander was sent upstream to cancel the exercise, but it was too late.  The boats carrying the 

young soldiers in full kit were washed over the weir and all were drowned. The only survivor was the 

messenger on the riverbank, who was ordered, under threat of a court-marshal, never to mention  the incident 

again, and posted with immediate effect on that day to a unit in Edinburgh.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Despite official efforts by the military at the time to disregard the 

disaster,  DLI Corporal Burnett Seyburn from the nearby Felton 

Training Camp aided by a local 15-year-old schoolgirl, Vera 

Vaggs, who had witnessed the incident, stubbornly refused to 

allow the tragedy to be swept under the carpet. This was followed 

by years of communication with the MOD until finally the incident was acknowledged and a small ceremony 

began beside a wooden memorial with a commemorative verse made by a local craftsman, Charlie Dick, whose 

words were read out at the ceremony in 2025 by Lt Col Andrew Pigg, formerly of the DW Regt  This memorial 

was replaced in 2004 by a sandstone pillar and plate provided by ASDA and the Darlington & Newton Aycliffe 

Branch of the Association, giving details of the incident and the names of those drowned.    It was at this 

memorial 80 years after the tragedy had taken place that the Commemoration on 17 January 2025, attended 

by representatives from the DLI Association and those from the former Duke of Wellington’s Regiment as 

well as local councillors, Veterans and members of the public from the Guyzance area was held.  
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The weir at Guyzance on 17 Jan 2025 
looking vastly different from how it looked on 
that day 80 years ago. 

Ian Brown of the Bishop Auckland Branch organising the 
standards before the start of the parade, with a bugler 
from 8 Rifles on the left ready to sound the calls 
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The ceremony was organised by the DLI Association Secretary Richard Tough working with Capt (Rtd) Peter 

Robson formerly of the 7th Bn Light Infantry, who lives in the area, local councillors, the Revd Helen 

O’Sullivan Vicar of Acklington who conducted the memorial service, and Maj (Rtd) Alasdair Watson  running 

the PA System.  Other members of the organising group on the picture the left to right were: Lt Col (Rtd) John 

Heron Parade Commander, DLI Association Vice-Chairman 

Major (Rtd) Michael van der Gucht TD.   Also shown are 

Major (Rtd) Patrick and Pam O’Sullivan and Clive Bowery 

of the Association. 

The names of the young soldiers drowned that day were read by Maj Michael van der Gucht TD, Vice-

Chairman of  the DLI Association.   

Standard Bearers from the DLI Association & the former Duke of 
Wellington’s Regiment dip their standards as Bugler James Foster of 8 
Rifles soundsThe Last Post in the presence of Major Chris Lawton 
MBE, DL Chairman of the DLI Association, Maj Paul Wharton MM 
former Chairman, & an officer of  The Rifles 

Parade Commander Lt Col (Rtd) John Heron TD 
addresses the gathering 

Veterans of the DLI Association on parade at Guyzance 

 

Maj (Rtd)  Michael van der Gucht  
TD (with microphone) reads the 
names of the 10 trainee soldiers 
from the DLI and the DW Regt 
drowned at the weir that day. 
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Over 55 people attended the Commemoration.  Wreaths were laid by Capt (Rtd) Peter and Sheelagh Robson 

for The Fallen, Major Chris Lawton MBE DL Chairman of the Association, for the former Durham Light 

Infantry, for the Duke of Wellington’s Regt Lt Col Andrew Pigg, and Mr Jeff Newton from Acklington Parish 

Council. Other personal wreaths and tokens were laid by members of the local community.   

 

Capt Peter Robson and his wife 
Sheelagh commemorate the 
trainee soldiers drowned that day. 

 

Major Chris Lawton MBE DL, 
Chairman of  the DLI 
Association lays the DLI wreath. 

Lt Col Andrew Pigg lays a 
wreath on behalf the Duke of 
Wellington’s Regiment 

The memorial with the wreaths laid to commemorate 
the ten trainee soldiers from the DLI and the DOW 
Regt who were drowned in the Guyzance Tragedy 
On 17 January 1945 

Revd Helen O’Sullivan and Assn Sec Richard Tough 
lead the Gathering in the singing of the Regimental 
Hymn ‘Abide with Me’, with left to right Capt (Rtd) 
Peter Robson, Sheelagh Robson and  Maj (Rtd) 
Alasdair Watson TD controlling the PA System. 
. 
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At the conclusion of the Hymn, Richard Tough spoke the words of the Kohima Epitaph, which was followed 

by the singing of the National Anthem. Then Bugler Tony Longstaff sounded  ‘No more Parades today’ which 

ended the Commemoration.  

Everyone adjourned to the 

Community Centre in 

Acklington where a toast to 

‘The Fallen’ was proposed by 

Parade Commander Lt Col 

John Heron, which was followed by a free buffet provided by the local council and members of the community.   

 

 

 

 

 

Bugler Tony 
Longstaff leads the 

response to the toast 

Members of many Branches begin to assemble for 
the buffet 

Bugler Tony Longstaff 
formerly of the Duke of 
Wellington’s Regt, (right) 
sounds No more parades 
today  

 
A Group around the Memorial at Guyzance.  Left to right, 

Maj Chris Lawton Chairman DLI Association, Bugler Tony Longstaff (Ex DW 
Regt), DLI Association Standard Bearers, DW Association Standard Bearer, 

Bugler James Foster 8 Rifles (hidden), Lt Col (Rtd) John Heron,                   
The Revd Helen O’Sullivan 

All the photographs other than the 
gathering round the Memorial were 
taken by Joanne Hutchinson of the 
Stockton Branch DLI Association 

Lt Col John Heron 
proposes a toast to The 

Fallen 



 

5 

 

 

THE NORTH-EAST LIGHT INFANTRY REUNION – SATURDAY 1 MARCH 2025  

This event, originally founded by the WO's and Sjts mess of the DLI. starting as members of 1LI were 

getting together for a good night out, this has grown to include all the Light Infantry Family, Antecedent 

Regiments and The Rifles.  Last year the event was held at the Cheers Club in Sunderland.  This year it will 

be held  in Ye Olde Durhams Club, St Aidan’s Street, Hartlepool TS25 1SN and Terry Phillips can 

guarantee you a good entertainment. 

The event Saturday 1st March 2025 starting at 1900 hrs will consist of entertainment from a band and the 

QuickSilver,  a raffle with ‘brown envelope prize’, a Pie & Peas supper, all for the amazing price of £6 PP.  

Buglers from the Regiment will be present to play all the well known and loved music of the Regiment 

which goes down so well each year. 

If you haven’t already confirmed your attendance via one of the various Internet sites where the event is 

advertised, could you let Terry Phillips know either by phone 01429 281534 / Mob 07963464230 or email 

on t.phillips67@ntlworld.com  

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO THE BLACK DOG RANGE AIR RIFLE SHOOTING COMPETITION 

The DLI Association now looks forward to the Indoor Range Shooting Competition which will take place 

between branches in February 2025. Please see below the draw for the 10 teams who have entered the 

competition. The draw was made on Tuesday 17th Dec 2024 in the Rifles Office.  The competition  follows a 

successful trial run in 2024 which was won by the Stockton Branch Team. 

 

The 2025 competition will take place as last year at The Black Dog Air 

Rifle Shooting Range Unit 20, Enterprise City, Meadowfield Ave, 

Spennymoor, DL16 6JF which has been booked for 5 consecutive 

Sunday mornings through February up to 2 March as follows: 
 

2nd Feb 2025: Chester-le-Street v Houghton--le-Spring 

9th Feb 2025: Durham  v Sunderland 

16th Feb 2025: Hartlepool v Bishop Auckland 

23rd Feb 2025: South Shields v Stockton 

2nd Mar 2025: Horden & Peterlee v Consett & Stanley 
 

Eight lanes on the 10m range have been booked for two hours from 1000 hrs to 1200 hrs at £12 per 

lane.  The DLI Association account will pay half of each Branch’s costs, effectively leaving each 

Branch to pay £12 per shooter, or £48 for their 4 shooter team. 

 

DEATHS 

This death has been reported to the Rifles Office since the publication of the last Monthly Bulletin.  
 

  Kenneth Pike Lewis,  
Died: 16 January 2025  

aged 83. 
Served with the 1st Bn The Durham Light Infantry 

 in Hong Kong, Borneo and Cyprus. 
He was a member of the DLI Association. 

  

 

 

May He Rest in Peace 

 

John R Heron
Lt Col Retired
DLI Association 

 

Rifles Office  
Elvet Waterside  

Durham,  

DH1 3BW 
19 January 2025                                 
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