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COLONEL THOMAS BRADFORD'S MEDALS RETURN TO COUNTY DURHAM    

The Trustees of the Durham Light Infantry (DLI) have now bought Colonel Sir Thomas Bradford’s medals 

at auction and presented them to Durham County Council’s culture and heritage venue, for 

safekeeping.  "When Tommie’s medals came up for auction earlier this year, we knew we had to bring them 

home”, Colonel Ted Shields MBE, Chair of Trustees of the DLI, said: “The courage and sacrifice of the 

Fighting Bradfords is a story of County Durham. 

Information about this important purchase and presentation had been provided by Chris Lloyd at The 

Northern Echo. 

Colonel Sir Thomas Bradford, who 

served in the Durham Light Infantry 

(DLI), was the eldest of the renowned 

'Fighting Bradfords,' who were 

recognised for their valour in the First 

World War. 

The Bradfords, from  Witton Park  

County Durham, are believed to be the 

most decorated family from the North 

East, with two Victoria Crosses, one 

Distinguished Service Order, two 

Military Crosses, and three Mentions 

in Despatches between them.  

Sadly, Thomas was the only brother to 

survive the conflict.         

 

Thomas’s medals are pictured with 

representatives from The Story, and 

the Trustees of the Durham Light 

Infantry at Mount Oswald House, 

Durham.  

 

is home to the DLI Collection and Archive, and the 

acquisition means the Colonel Sir Thomas’ medals 

have been united with other gallantry awards, 

objects and archives relating to the Bradford 

brothers including the Victoria Cross presented to 

Brigadier General Roland Boys Bradford VC and 

the Death Penny of Second Lieutenant James 

Barker Bradford MC. 

 

31 March 2025 Edition 

Edition 

Colonel Ted Shields MBE, Chair of Trustees of the DLI, (centre left), 
presents the medals to Cllr Chris Hood, Durham County Council’s 
Cabinet member with responsibility for Armed Forces support, (right). 
They are pictured with representatives from The Story and the 
Trustees of the DLI 

 (Image: SARAH CALDECOTT) 

Colonel Sir Thomas Bradford, of Witton Park, County 
Durham (Image: DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL) 
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Born in 1886, Sir Thomas Andrews Bradford was educated 

at the Royal Naval College, Eltham and was commissioned 

Second Lieutenant, 4th (Volunteer) Battalion, DLI, in 

1906. 

At the outbreak of war in, 1914, Thomas was Captain of 

'D' Company, 8th Battalion, DLI Territorial Force. The 

Durhams left Newcastle on April 16, 1915, arriving at the 

Front on April 24, and were straight into action at the 

Second Battle of Ypres. 

On April 25, Thomas rallied and supported his men 

through heavy bombardment of trenches and huge loss of 

life. In just one day, 173 men in the company of 200 lost 

their lives, with Thomas risking his own life to lead others 

to safety. 

During his military service, Thomas was twice mentioned 

in Despatches and was awarded the Distinguished Service Order. He was later promoted to Staff Captain and 

then to Brigade Major. 

Thomas is also remembered for his public and political service in County Durham, which led to him 

receiving a knighthood in 1939. In 1942, he served as High Sheriff of County Durham.   

Throughout his retirement, Thomas worked for the DLI Regimental Association, and he remained a great 

sporting enthusiast. 

Thomas died in 1966, 50 years after his three brothers. 

 

 

BUGLES BREAKFAST AT MOUNT OSWALD 

Mount Oswald hosted The Bugles Breakfast event 

as part of a continued collaboration between the 

council, 8th Battalion The Rifles, and the North East 

Reserve Forces and Cadets Association.  

Unique to The Rifles, which followed the Durham 

Light Infantry (DLI), The Bugle Breakfast offered 

guests the chance to learn more about the traditions 

of the regiment, enjoy a bugle display and hear the 

many calls that have been used for generations to 

pass messages on and off the battlefield. 

 

RESULTS OF THE  BLACK DOG RIFLE RANGE SHOOTING COMPETITION 2025 

The Association looked forward to the Air-Rifle Shooting Competition which was trialled with a small 

number of teams last year and won by the Stockton Branch. This year ten branches entered the competition, 

which was held during the month of February, at the Black Dog Rifle Range at Spennymoor. A number of 

the teams held practices to ensure their shooting was up to standard. The 10 teams were from Bishop 

Auckland, Chester-le-Street, Consett/Stanley, Durham, Hartlepool, Houghton-le-Spring, Horden/Peterlee, 

South Shields, Stockton and Sunderland, but sadly there have been a number of problems associated with the 

consistency of some of the rifles used at the range.   It is clear that this is a popular competition, but certain 

aspects need to be tightened up to ensure consistency for 2026.  The results of the 2025 competition was 

published at the Association Indoor Games at Spennymoor on 23 March. 

THE BRADFORD BROTHERS 
from left, Roland, Thomas, George and James  

(Image: DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL) 

The 8 Battalion Rifles Buglers Breakfast at The Story 
Durham. From left  Cpl Thomas, Cpl Worth, Bugle 
Major Pugsley, Rifleman Matakibau and LCpl Jones 
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ODE TO THE NORTH-EAST WIND      (Some thoughts from a former Secretary of the DLI Association) 

In the south of the county as a boy in the 1940s, I attended a village primary school, as did so many of us, where, 

as was the practice, we were sent a ‘student’ from a college in Durham for a few short weeks as part of her 

training. She had come from another part of the country and had been captivated by the North-East of England 

and all it meant.  She introduced us to a poem by Charles Kingsley called ‘Ode to the North-East Wind’ which 

for her was what the North-East was about.  And what an exhilarating poem it is!   With her, my class at school 

learned part of the poem as a piece of choral speech, which has remained with me throughout the rest of my 

life.  The Ode is a longer poem and we, of course, learned only some lines of it as selected by her. But later I 

became familiar with the rest of it, and for me it is the poem that makes us what we are, makes the people of 

the North-East different from all others in the UK.  It is that part of England from which the DLI raised most of 

its soldiers who were known throughout the world for their toughness, determination, reliability and loyalty, yet 

at the same time their fairness, cheerfulness, friendliness and their ability to enjoy their soldiering and have 

pride in their units; characteristics found throughout the Ode, which made the DLI what it was; the Regiment 

that General Montgomery most wanted to be with him in WW2, as part 151 Brigade, the DLI Brigade, and of 

which he said. “There may be regiments as good, but  I know of none better”.  These are some of the things that 

make our veterans proud to wear the DLI cap-badge, many of whom have been raised, as the Ode describes it, 

under that ‘hard grey weather that breeds hard English men’.     
 

Here is that part of the Ode I learned all those years ago.  You can look it up for the rest!! 

 

Welcome, wild North-easter.  

 Shame it is to see 

Odes to every zephyr;  

 Ne'er a verse to thee. 

Welcome, black North-easter! 

 O'er the German foam; 

O'er the Danish moorlands, 

    From thy frozen home. 

Tired we are of summer, 

    Tired of gaudy glare, 

Showers soft and steaming, 

    Hot and breathless air. 

 

 But the black North-easter, 

    Through the snowstorm hurled, 

Drives our English hearts of oak 

    Seaward round the world. 

 Come, as came our fathers, 

    Heralded by thee, 

Conquering from the eastward, 

    Lords by land and sea. 

Come; and strong within us 

    Stir the Vikings' blood; 

Bracing brain and sinew; 

    Blow, thou wind of God! 

 

MARRIAGE OF A STOCKTON BRANCH MEMBER  

Members of Stockton Branch DLI Association attended the marriage 

of branch member Clint Akin, (son of the late former Stockton 

branch member and soldier of 3rd Bn The Light Infantry, Shaun 

Atkin) and his bride Kym on 1ST March 2025.  Clint’s mother, 

Janet, is the Welfare Officer of Stockton Branch. The Wedding was 

in St Peter’s Church Stockton and the Reception in the Don Bar in 

Thornaby, where the wedding breakfast had been prepared by Julie 

Cooper, a Vice-President of the Stockton Branch and by Clint’s 

mother.  The Best Man was Lt Col John Heron and members of the 

Branch formed up in Parade Dress to provide a Guard of Honour for 

the bridal couple, so it was very much a Stockton Branch occasion.  

Janet Atkin, had spent considerable time making and preparing 

everything from bridesmaids dresses, bridal button-holes, bouquets, 

table decorations and many more items to make it a day to 

remember.  There were many other members of the Branch present 

at the occasion all of whom attended the reception held in the Don 

Bar Thornaby, which went on for some hours there to the accompaniment of the traditional Karaoke and 

other entertainments. Everyone had a great time. 

Members of Stockton Branch DLI 
Association Guard of Honour parade with 
Clint and Kym,  Bride and Groom, at their 
wedding at Stockton Parish Church. 
(l to r.)  Best Man Lt Col John Heron, 
David Smith Chairman Stockton Branch 
and captain of the Guard of Honour, Tom 
Sowerby Vice-Chairman, Bride & Groom, 

Declan Sowerby, Standard Bearer John 
Howe, and Andy Bonell. 
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ASSOCIATION INDOOR GAMES COMPETITION 

The Association Indoor Games took place at The RBL Club at Fence Houses on Sunday 23 March 2025 

It followed its usual form with competitions between branches in Darts, Dominoes and Whist.  Many 

members of the Association attended as it is a cheerful and friendly event where enjoyment is put far ahead 

of rivalry in the competitions. As usual lunch in the form of Ham Salad or Chicken Curry was on offer  at 

£5.00 per head, and Richie Tough Association Secretary played a full part in the organisation of the Games 

and in serving the lunch to members.  

Though it has to be said, not all  branches were able to field teams for all events, 

and a restriction was placed in that members were able to enter one competition 

only, and only genuine members of 

the Association are allowed to 

compete – no gladiators have been 

allowed in recent years.  John Attle 

was present as usual with his 

camera to take the photos.   The 

results of each competition were 

brought together to provide an 

overall Championship Team. 

 

 

 

Some of the Teams in the ‘Darts’ get some early practice before the match starts.  As always this was tightly fought! 

The Chester-le-Street dominoes team waiting 
to pounce! 

Association members chat with Past Association 
Chairman Maj Paul Wharton 

Una Stych and Joanne Hutchinson from 
Stockton enjoy their day at Fence Houses 

The Shooting Competition’s new trophy 
made on Graeme Bowser’s 3-D printer 
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In 2025 ‘The Results’ of the events at Association Indoor Games were as follows:  

Indoor Games Overall Champions: Chester-le-Street 

Runners Up:   Bishop Auckland 

Shooting Champions:  Chester-le-Street  171  

Shooting Joint 2nd   Houghton-le-Spring and Durham  164 

Darts:  Winners: Hartlepool     Runners Up:     Chester-le-Street 

Dominoes:    Winners:  Chester-le-Street Runners Up: Sunderland  

Whist: Winners: Chester-le-Street Runners Up:    Bishop Auckland 

The Wooden Spoon   Winners:  Consett & Stanley  
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This year the trophies for the Shooting Championship at the Black Dog Shooting Range were also presented 

for the first time, and though there had been some difficulties at the range, the competition was won by 

Chester-le-Street who had trained hard for it!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a result, in the context of the whole Championship Chester-le-Street came very close to a clean sweep! 

The trophies were presented to teams by the Association Chairman Maj Chris Lawton who only returned 

home from his holiday the day before.  All the teams donated a bottle of whisky to raffle at the event,  

Hartlepool are the winners of the Darts Trophy Chester-le-Street with the Dominoes Trophy 

Major Lawton with Chester-le-Street the Whist Winners 

Chester-le-Street were the Overall Champions Maj Lawton presents the Wooden Spoon to the 
Consett & Stanley Team 

The Overall Runners up from Bishop Auckland 
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DEATHS 

Deaths that have been reported to the Rifles Office since the publication of the last Monthly Bulletin.  
 

Derek Measor  
Died Fri 14 March 2025 

Aged 85    
Served with 1DLI 

in Honiton (Devon), Berlin 61-63, Hong Kong, Borneo and 
Colchester. 

Derek was a very proud Durham Light Infantryman and was 
a regular attendee of the DLI Annual Reunion held at 

Durham. 
  

 
This office has been notified of the sad news that  

Bryan Crawford  
passed away on the  

7th March 2025  
at the age of 79. 

Bryan was a member of the Chester-le-Street Branch. 
Durham Light Infantry Association 

 

 

May They Rest in Peace 

 

 

John R Heron
Lt Col Retired
DLI Association 

 

Rifles Office  
Elvet Waterside  

Durham,  
DH1 3BW 

                                    
31 March 2026 

 

The Scorers at the Results Boards: Maj van der Gucht 
(Hear no Evil), Lt Col Heron (See no Evil), Assn Sec 

Richy Tough (Speak no Evil)  No bother!!! Chester-le-Street win the Shooting Trophy 

 


