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THE GRAVENSTAFEL RIDGE COMMEMORATIONS 

The Durham Light Infantry has been commemorating the Battle of Gravenstafel Ridge fought on 25-26 

April 1915 and attending the War Memorial ceremony at the College to Bede Company 8th Bn DLI, at St 

Hild & St Bede since it was  consecrated in 1921. However owing to rebuilding at the College’s Leazes 

Road site at the present time arrangements for this year’s 

ceremony and possibly some time ahead had to be changed.  In 

the 2024-5 academic year, the College of St Hild and St Bede 

was moved to Rushford Court, the site of the former County 

Hospital first opened 1853 which has been completely 

redeveloped to receive it. After the completion of the rebuild at 

the College’s traditional site on Leazes Road the college will 

return to its former site in perhaps 4 years time, but in the 

meantime the arrangements for 2025 were made for the 

ceremony to be held at Rushford Court, and the nearby St 

Cuthbert’s Church.  Following this the link with the 8th/11th 

DLI Old Comrades Association commemoration their dinner 

still took place on the 26 April, at its traditional site, the 

Reserve Army Centre at Gilesgate. 
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Rushford Court, the temporary College 
buildings of the College of St Hild & St Bede 

until they return to their former site. 

The congregation gathers at St Cuthbert’s Church for 
the traditional service of commemoration. 

The Association Chaplain Keith Teasdale, the Lord 
Lieutenant and The College Principal meet before the 
service 

Students from the College of St Hild and St Bede tell the story of the defence of Gravenstafel Ridge 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/College_of_St_Hild_and_St_Bede
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All the photographs in this issue were taken by the Association Photographer John Attle 

 

 

Capt Richy Tough, The Secretary of the DLI 
Association, reads the words of the Exhortation 

The standards dip in the presence of the Lord 
Lieutenant of County Durham and the City Mayor 

Bugler Derek Corbett plays the Last Post and 
Reveille at the Church service  

The Mayor of the City of Durham accompanied by the 
Lord Lieutenant of The County lays a wreath in 

Remembrance of those lost on Gravenstafel Ridge 

A representative from the College of St Hild and St 
Bede lays a commemorative wreath in St Cuthbert’s 

Church 

Branch standards of the DLI Association Stand Ready 
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THE 8TH/11TH DLI OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION ANNUAL DINNER AT THE RESERVE 

ARMY CENTRE AT GILESGATE - 26 APRIL 2025 

The 8th/11th Dinner was held at Gilesgate on 26 April following the usual format. 

Derek Corbett and his entertainers conduct in a 
Lighthearted concert for the guests at the college 

Simon Forrest, Principal of the College of St Hild & 
St Bede, thanks everyone for attending the 

Gravenstafel Ridge ceremony 

Maj Chris Lawton chats with Kenneth Suddes and  
Denis Ward of the 8th/11th Old Comrades Association 

A general view of the 8th/11th Bn DLI Old Comrades 
Association Dinner at Gilesgate 2025 

Maj John Jackson, Lt Col Jimmy Brown, ?  ,?,   

Billy Simmonds, Michael Langelier,  ?, Brian Laverick  

Lionel Ames (Bishop Auckland);  
Steve Coad (Durham) 
Pat Greenan (Durham Branch Secretary) 
Joe Close (Durham and Bishop Auckland Branches) 
 
………..,, …………………….., Pat Greenan, Joe 
Close. 
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DEATHS 

No deaths that have been reported to the Rifles Office since the publication of the last Monthly Bulletin.  
  

 

May They Rest in Peace 
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1 April 2025 

Lt Col John Heron discusses a point with Old Comrades 
Secretary Kenneth Suddes and Vice-President Denis Ward 

Deputy Lord Lieutenant Colonel Arthur Charlton 
chats with Maj Mike van der Gucht Assn Vice-Chair 

The top-table: DLI Association Secretary Capt Richy Tough, Major Chris Lawton Chairman DLI Association, 
Colonel Arthur Charlton Deputy LL, OCA Secretary/Treasurer Kenneth Suddes, OCA Vice-President Denis Ward,  

Lt Col John Heron and Association Vice Chairman Maj Mike van der Gucht 

 

John R Heron
Lt Col Retired
DLI Association 
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