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Durham Light Infantry 

Association 
 

MONTHLY BULLETIN 

July 2025 

 

A NEW COMMEMORATIVE INFORMATION BOARD ON THE RIVERSIDE AT DURHAM 

 

Nine years after the placing of the original information board on the Riverside at Durham giving information 

about the former Durham Light Infantry a new board was placed on 19 June 2025 as the original was no longer 

readable owing to the effects of time and weather.  An identical new information board is also being placed in 

June/July at the DLI Memorial site beside the Thiepval Memorial in France when the party from the DLI 

Association makes their traditional visit there to service the information board and DLI seat. 

 

The appearance of the new Information Board is shown below. 

 

   
 

   

 

24 July 2025  Edition 

Edition 

The new DLI Information board on the Riverside at Durham placed on 19 June 2025 by members of the Durham 
Light Infantry Association 
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THE BATTLE OF KOHIMA COMMEMORATION SERVICE – YORK - 26 JUNE 2025 

The Kohima Commemoration Service held annually in the 

Dean’s Garden at York Minster took place on 26 June 2025.  

The former 2 Bn Durham Light Infantry which fought the battle 

at Kohima was represented at the Service by Lt Col (Rtd) John 

Heron TD who laid a commemorative wreath, accompanied by 

Major (Rtd) Alasdair Watson TD and Lt Col (Rtd) James E 

Brown. The Battle of Kohima was particularly long and savage 

and fought over a period of 2 months from 4 April - 22 June 

1944, a battle fought at close quarters against the Japanese 

Army to prevent them achieving their objective, which was 

access to India.   

The success of British and Indian troops at 

Kohima is seen as a turning point in the war. The 

DLI commemorative wreath laid by Lt Col Heron 

was dedicated to all the DLI officers and soldiers 

who fought in the India and Burma Campaign.  

 

Steve Coad Vice-Chairman of the City of Durham 

Branch DLI Association; Branch Secretary 

Patrick Greenan and Clive Bowery of the 

Association & a KET supporter, joined the 

Durham Light Infantry Association group for the 

Service of Remembrance & Gratitude. This was 

organised by Sylvia May, Chief Executive Officer 

of the Kohima Educational Trust, whose 

purpose is to provide educational assistance to the 

young people of Nagaland, India, whose forebears 

had supported the British Army, particularly 2nd 

Bn DLI, so well during the Battle of Kohima.  

The DLI Association Secretary Richard Tough, with 
assistance, fitting the new information board onto its 
stand on the Riverside at Durham, to replace the 
previous one which was no longer readable. 
 

Picture Right: Richard Tough with Charli from The  
Story celebrate the placing of the Information Board 
 

Photos by John Attle 

(l to r) Steve Coad, Maj Alasdair Watson, Clive Bowery, 
 Lt Col John Heron, Pat Greenan, Lt Col Jimmy Brown 

The Dean’s Garden at York Minster 
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The Memorial Service was conducted by the Very Reverend 

Dominic Barrington Dean of York, while the Address was 

given by the Reverend Cannon Michael David Parker Chaplain 

General to His Majesty’s Land Forces.    Laurence Binyon’s 

lines, ‘For the Fallen’, were spoken by WO1 (GSM) Brian 

Kiernan before the playing of the Last Post. The Kohima 

Epitaph was read by Keith McIntosh, son of CSM Peter Norrie 

McIntosh of the Queen’s Own Cameron Highlanders, who fell 

at Kohima. Official wreaths were laid by the Right Honourable 

Lord Mayor of York Cllr Martin Rowley BEM; His Excellency 

Hiroshi Suzuki Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 

of Japan; Col Peter Stitt Commander North Region; Lt Col 

Thomas Skinner CO 2nd Signal Regiment; and Mr Angus 

Barclay Chairman Kohima Educational Trust.  

 

The Durham Light 

Infantry Trustees and 

the DLI Association 

each sponsor the 

education of some 

young Naga students 

through the Kohima 

Educational Trust, 

and have done so for 

some years, in thanks 

for the  support given 

to 2 DLI by the Naga 

people during the Battle of Kohima. After the laying of wreaths, the 

Kohima veterans & their families were able to attend lunch at Imphal 

Barracks & then cross the barracks square to visit the Kohima Museum.  The Commemorative Ceremony and 

lunch were conducted by the 2 Signal Regiment, the Army's Light Forces Signal Regiment, as it does each 

year.  

 

WO1 (GSM) Brian Kiernan 
speaks Laurence Binyon’s 

lines  For the Fallen 

The Very Reverend Dominic 
Barrington Dean of York conducts 
the Memorial Service 

Lt Col Heron lays the wreath to 
Commemorate all the Officers and soldiers 

of the DLI who fought in the India and 
Burma Campaign 

The wreath laid at the Kohima 
Commemoration in Remembrance 

of DLI  
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BUS-LES-ARTOIS AND YPRES  EXPEDITION 

Day 1  27 June The DLI party were extensively delayed by the difficulties with the transport and did 

not reach their destination until late on 27 June when it was impossible to follow their planned programme 

 

Day 2 28 June: Serré – Matthew, Mark, Luke, John Redan Ridge; Thiepval Board replacement   

The Association party drove  up to Serre to look at 18 DLI, 

the Durham Pals Service Battalion battlefield and the 

various memorials to other ‘Pals’ Battalions such as the  

Accrington, Burnley and Sheffield Pals Battalions.  Serre 

Road was the front line for the 31st Division formed by four 

small copses. The Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

cemeteries are a distance of about 1600 metres from Serre 

Road, and   opposite to the many other Redan Ridge 

Cemeteries. 

 

 

 

THE NEW DLI MEMORIAL BOARD  AT THE DLI MEMORIAL SITE AT THIEVPAL  

Here at Thiepval at the DLI Memorial Location beside the DLI Seat can be seen the new DLI Memorial 

Information Board identical to the one shown earlier in the bulletin which was placed on the Riverside at 

Durham on 19 June 2025.  This will supplement the i Information available about the Durham Light Infantry 

at Thiepval and will be cleaned by the cleaning party as always from the Association every year.  

 
The DLI Memorial Area beside at the Thiepval 
Memorial with Information Board and Seat 

The new Information board being taken from its 
packing ready for erection 

 

The new Information Board with the DLI Association 
Erection Party (l. to r.) Major Mike van der Gucht, 
Capt Richy Tough, Major Chris Lawton, . 

 

The rest of the DLI Association party at the re-
dedication of the Information Board with the RBL 
Anglican Chaplain 
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Day 3  29 June: Ulster Tower and Trenches    

VISIT TO THE ULSTER TOWER 

Afterwards the DLI party  made our way to Ulster Tower for a guided tour of the Wood and its trenches. As 

we were early we first had a coffee meeting up with Carol who oversees 

the complex. As we had a bit of time before the Tour we walked up to Mill 

Road CWGC cemetery, and like Ulster Tower is built over the German 

‘Schwaben Redoubt’; both are subject to a certain degree of subsidence so 

many Grave Markers are laid flat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In fact, if you 

look carefully at the photo of the Tower you can see that it is leaning slightly towards Thiepval. The tour 

was conducted by a volunteer who was very knowledgeable  The trenches in Thiepval Woods have been 

extensively rebuilt to show what they looked like at the time of WW1 

 

Day 4 30 June:  Mametz Wood Boiselle Tyneside Irish, Tyneside Scottish; Fricourt German 

Cemetery; 

THE BUTTE-DE-WARLENCOURT  
The Assn Party visited Lochnagar Crater and 

the 1st Australian Division memorial at 

Pozieres and German ‘Blockhouse’ and drove 

up the Roman Road D929 to the Butte-de-

Warlencourt, pointing out the ‘Start Line’ on 

1st July 1016, the first day of the Battle of the 

Somme, where  the Tyneside Scottish and 

Tyneside Irish Brigades attacked near La 

Boisselle. The Tyneside Scottish were initially 

in the lead, with the Tyneside Irish following 

closely behind. Both brigades suffered heavy 

casualties as they advanced, facing intense 

German artillery and machine gun fire. The 

Tyneside Memorial Seat, located at La 

Boisselle and where the battle ended in 

November: a very sobering thought.    

The Ulster Tower 
The Thiepval Woods Trenches, extensively rebuilt 
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The 38th (Welsh) Division Red 

Dragon Monument is located in 

Mametz Wood, near Bazentin-le-

Petit, France, and commemorates the 

Welsh soldiers who fought in the 

Battle of the Somme during World 

War I. The memorial, a painted steel 

red dragon on a stone plinth, 

overlooks the area where the division 

attacked Mametz Wood between July 

7th and 14th, 1916. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High Wood Cemetery 
‘Flatiron Copse’ 

Fricourt German Cemetery 
Major Milner at the South African  Memorial 

Some of the DLI Assn Party at the 38 (Welsh) Division  Monument 



7 

 

 

Day 4 - 30 June 2025  THE BUS-LES-ARTOIS MEMORIAL  

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(left)  The new sign to the garden,  (and right)  the memorial garden in the village of Bus-les-Artois 

(Above) The DLI Association party beside the DLI Memorial the Bus-les-
Artois Commemorative Garden:  (l. to r) Hedley Stokoe, Capt Michael 
Bryden, Maj Chris Lawton (Association Chairman), Madame le Maire 
Bernadette Pombourg (Mayor of Bus-les-Artois), Maj Mike Foster, John 
Wetherall, Capt Ian Pearson (Association Treasurer) 

The new memorial in the 
village of Bus-les-Artois 

 

The War Memorial at Bus-les-Artois 

(Right) Major Lawton with some of the DLI  

The War Memorial in Bus-les-Artois  
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Day 5 1 July:  Hawthorn Ridge Commemoration, Thiepval RBL ceremony; Provin  ; travel to Ypres 

1 JULY - REMEMBRANCE CEREMONY AT HAWTHORN RIDGE - 1ST JULY 2025 

On 1st July were up early to be at the Sunken Lane, 

outside Beaumont Hamel and opposite the Hawthorn 

Ridge Crater for the annual ceremony commemorating 

the action of the 179th Tunnelling Company Royal 

Engineers, which at 7:28am on July 1st, 1916 which 

opened the Battle of the Somme by exploding the mines 

buried there thus forming the crater. Andy Robertshaw’s 

ceremony took place in which he painted the picture of 

the day’s events 109 years ago. The DLI Association members who attended the ceremony took their place at 

the crater by 7.15am as the ceremony started precisely at 7.28am commemorating the explosion forming the 

crater,  There was a  minute silence after which  a tot of rum was issued and then everyone trooped up to and 

into the Crater for a simple Ceremony. At the ceremony all  those attending who were able to bring their own 

'Metropolitan' whistles and also laid their own wreaths during the ceremony which lasted around 30-40 

minutes.   Then back for Breakfast and packing as we were driving on straight after the Thiepval Ceremony  

to Provin for our penultimate ceremony. 

 

THE CEREMONY AT THE THIEPVAL MEMORIAL – 1  JULY 2025 

The Thiepval Memorial  designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens to the Missing of the Somme, in 2025 marking the 

109th Anniversary of the Battle. It marks 70.00 lives of British and Commonwealth servicemen and women 

with no known graves.  

At 10.40am on the 1st of July 2025, the DLI 

Party attended the commemoration service at 

the Thiepval Memorial which is organized by the Royal British 

Legion Somme Branch and the British Embassy in Paris.  

VIPs from the Commonwealth and around the World attended this 

ceremony including those from Canada, Australia, South Africa, and 

the Irish Republic.   

The DLI Association 

Party arrived at Thiepval 

in time to get to our seats in front of the Memorial, by which time 

the temperature had soared and it was uncomfortably warm, 32º + 

and no breeze. It reminded those of us of who were in Sicily 2 

years ago. Luckily, the powers that be decided that the ceremony 

would be speeded up, with multiple batches laying their wreaths 

DLI Wreaths were laid by Major Lawton MBE DL and Vice 

Chairman Major van der Gucht TD, alongside many others, while 

Capt (Rtd)  Richy Tough carried the Association standard. 

Capt (Rtd) Richy Tough  with the 
Association Standard at the Thiepval 
Remembrance Ceremony on 1 July 
2025 

Richy Tough marches off with all the 
other Standards at ten d of the 
ceremony 
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PROVIN CEREMONY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Then it was all aboard the minibus for our journey to Provin for the 

ceremony there. Having not attended previously we had no idea at 

all what was awaiting us.  The Council at Provin had contacted the 

DCC to see if anyone would call on them as they were keen to find 

out more about the DLI as they had been tending the graves of a 

WO Thompson and Bandsman Levee since the end of WW2. They 

hold a ceremony there every May 8th, the day the area was 

liberated in 1944 and were grateful and proud that they had the 

graves of 2 British ‘Tommies’ from the DLI. From the Estaminet 

The Association  group drove a short distance to the cemetery 

where an amazingly simple but moving ceremony was held. The 

Association has decided that it will call in every year on our way to Ypres. 

YPRES  

Day 6 2 July:  Brussels Consulate and  passport gate! (Ask for details)   Ypres Menin Gate Ceremony 

Major C Lawton and the Mayor of 
Provin     

At The Cemetery The Mayor’s Standard 
Bearer 

The party spent some free time in the main Square at Ypres (Ieper) next to the wonderful Museum. There Ian 
Pearson, Ken Rollins, Hedley Stokoe, John Wetherell, Mike van der Gucht, Mike Bryden, Sheila Dowson, and Derek 

Easton enjoyed the evening. 

WO Thompson and Bandsman Levee 
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THE MENIN GATE MEMORIAL CEREMONY IN YPRES, BELGIUM 

 

As part of the visit to the continent the DLI 

Association attended The Menin Gate Last Post 

ceremony which is a daily tribute held at the Menin 

Gate Memorial in Ypres, Belgium, to honour the 

British and Commonwealth soldiers who died in 

World War I and whose graves are unknown.  

The original ceremony was performed by the 

Ypres Fire Brigade, now by the Last Post 

Association.  The  ceremony involves the sounding 

of the "Last Post", a minute of silence, and the 

sounding of the "Reveille". It has been held every 

evening since 1928, with the exception of the 

World War II period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our party met a fantastic American School 

touring Europe. They had been in Germany 

and Holland.. They sang Abide with me so 

well we had to introduce ourselves to thank 

them for their wonderful rendition of the 

Regimental Hymn, so we had a group photo 

taken. 

 

 

3 July: travel home via Le Shuttle 

Michael Bryden parades beside the 
wreaths laid at the Menin Gate which 
included the DLI Wreaths 
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VISIT TO INFANTRY TRAINING CENTRE CATTERICK PASS 

OUT PARADE ON 4 JULY 25 BY MEMBERS OF THE DLI 

ASSOCIATION   

Pass Out Parades of Recruits from The Infantry Training Centre at Helles 

Barracks Catterick take place several times a year.  In previous times they 

were normally based on the passing out of recruits a from one infantry 

regiment of the British Army.  Nowadays they Pass Out recruits from a 

group of Regiments who have concluded their training at the same time.  

During training platoons are numbered and named taking the name of a 

Battle Honour of their regiment, such as: Arnhem, Bruneval, Breville, 

Normandy Landings, Primosole Bridge, Rhine Crossing, or Southern 

France. The Pass Out Parade marks that time when the recruit concludes his 

Basic Training and then after a short break is posted to the regiment to 

which he or she belongs to conclude their unit training,   

 

 

 The Detachments of Recruits to Pass Out March onto the Parade Ground 

Members of the DLI Association watch the parade 
from the stand 

The Catterick Band Stands Ready to play the music for the Parade 
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Important aspects of their course at the ITC are First 

Aid, How To Use A Rifle, Personal Administration, 

Weapon Training, Drill, Fieldcraft, Fitness, & 

Teamwork. In addition, the course covers the 

importance of Discipline, Personal Integrity, 

Loyalty, and Respect For Others.  

 

The inspecting Officer of the Parade was Brigadier 

AD Watson OBE Commanding 7th Light 

Mechanised Brigade, who presented the awards to 

the category winners, as follows: Soldiers’ Soldier, 

Best Endeavour, Best PT and finally Best 

Recruit. 

Families normally attend the Pass out Parade to 

support their family members making this important 

step in their military careers and attend an associated 

reception.  On this occasion on Friday 4 July a party 

from the DLI Association attended the Pass Out Parade and Reception primarily to see young soldiers from 

The Rifles being passed out as being ready to start the final stage of their training with one of the battalion 

on The Rifles.   

The DLI Association visit was organised by David Smith Chairman of the Stockton Branch and included 

members from other Branches.  Unfortunately, family illness prevented David Smith from attending himself. 

 

The Inspecting Officer discuss training with one of the  
trainees 

On Parade 

The Prize Winner receive their Awards 
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THE RIFLES SOUNDING OF RETREAT AND COCKTAIL PARTYAT THE STORY  

On 9 July the 8 Bn The Rifles had held a Sounding of Retreat and cocktail party at The Story.  This was 

to be performed by The Band and Bugles of The Rifles, associated with The Old 68 Society whose 
main aim is to recreate the 68th in1814, the group formed in late 2008, to mark the 250th 
anniversary of the regiment, funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund.  Also to be included in the 
Sounding of Retreat was the Band & Bugles of Durhan ACF (The Rifles)  A number of guest of 
8 Battalion The Rifles had been invited to the Cocktail Party and the Sounding, but members of the 

public were invited free of charge.  A number of members of the DLI Association attended the event, seen in 

the picture below. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Inspecting Officer Brig Watson OBE makes his 
way to the Saluting Base for the March-Off 

The Riflemen and others March-Off 

Members of  the DLI Association can be seen in this picture are Shirley Nicholson, (AO) Maj Paul Wharton MM, 

Maj Michael van der Gucht, Capt Peter Robson. Maj Patrick O’Sullivan, Brian Laverick, Major Ken Milner, Sheila 

Dowson, and others,.  They and Members of the public were invited to the Sounding of Retreat to watch the 

ceremony from the grounds of The Story without charge reflecting the links between the regiments and the County 
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DEATHS  

Death(s) shown below have been reported to the Rifles Office Durham since the publication of the last 

Bulletin 
 

Died Pte Joe Ashurst  

Born 7 June 1926 

Died 19 June 2025 

Aged  99 years 

Served: Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry 

Malaya 1944-1951 

Member of Consett &Stanley Branch  

DLI Association 

 

Died:  Mr Les Parkin,  

Born: 23 February 1941 

Died: 11 July 2025. 

Served as a Sgt with KOYLI and Light Infantry. 

 . 

 

Bryan Colborn 

Died: 28 May 2025 

Aged: 84 years 

Served 1 Bn DLI 

Member of Sunderland Branch DLI Association 
 
 

John Thomas William Johnson  

Died: 1st July 2025  

Age of 79. 

Served with 1DLI TA  

Hongkong, Singapore and Northern Ireland. 

 

Arthur Wood,  

Died: 10 July 2025.     

Served: Durham Light Infantry, Light Infantry,  

Kings Royal Hussars, REME TAVR, 7LI. 

Member of Durham Light Infantry Association 
 

 

May They Rest in Peace 
 

 

 

 

Summary of deaths for the period Dec 2024 - June 2025 of which you may not have a record 

 

Private                                         KW Mackenzie KOYLI 28 Dec 24 

Private KP Lewis 1DLI 16 Jan 25 

Private TP Gilbert 1DLI 30 Jan 25 

Corporal C Stratton 1DLI, 1LI 03 Feb 25 

Corporal J Gregson 1DLI, RCT 15 Feb 25 

Private W Gray 8DLI 21 Feb 25 

Private D Measor 1DLI 14 Mar 25 

Rifleman L Feeley 1RIFLES Apr 25 
 

May They Rest in Peace 
 

 

John R Heron
Lt Col Retired
DLI Association 

 

 

 

Rifles Office  
Elvet Waterside  

Durham,  
DH1 3BW 

 
24 July 2025 

 


