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THE DLI ASSOCIATION SHARES THE MEMORY AND COMMEMORATION OF
VJ DAY THROUGHOUT THE LAND
VJ Day marks the anniversary of 15 August 1945 when Japan announced its surrender to the
Allied forces. The surrender was met with relief and celebration that after six long years the

Second World War was finally over.

LIGHTING OF THE VJ DAY COMMEMORATIVE BEACON IN DURHAM CITY

1 The Bodyguards of the City at their post
with the Lord Lieutenant and the City Mayor

The Lord Lieutenant and Clir Gary Hutchinson
waiting the Lighting of the Beacon



The Commemorative Beacon is lit The Lord Lieutenant of Durham greets Majo

Chris Lawton Chairman DLI Association Photos by
John Attle

On August 15th, the Commemorative VJ Beacon for the County of Durham is lit in the presence of the Lord
Lieutenant of County Durham Sue Snowdon and the Mayor of the City of Durham, Cllr Gary Hutchinson.
Also present were the Freemen’s Bodyguard of the City and many city councillors and the great and good of
the city including the Chairman of the DLI Association Maj Chris Lawton MBE.

There were many locations across the UK where beacons to commemorate the 80th anniversary of VJ Day
were lit. Key locations included Buckingham Palace, 10 Downing Street, the Tower of London, Blackpool
Tower, Durham Cathedral, Cardiff Castle, and the White Cliffs of Dover. Other events took place in places
such as Aldershot, Stapleford, and Middlesbrough.

VJ PARADE IN BISHOP AUCKLAND ON 15 AUGUST 2025

E——
¥ On Friday, August 15th, twenty-four members
& of the DLI Association gathered for a brief
& scrvice at the Bishop Auckland cenotaph in
&8 honour of VJ Day, before proceeding to St
® Anne’s Church for a service. Maj Paul Wharton
.. MM, the branch President, served as the parade

- commander, and the Bishop Auckland Branch
expressed gratitude to Maj Chris Lawton MBE
DLI Association Chairman, Col John Heron,
_and Steve Coad their participation in the
~ parade. Maj John Jackson provided support
from the side lines.
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The branch mustered four buglers, and both the Bishop
Auckland branch standard and the standard from the
disbanded Spennymoor branch were on parade. Following
the church service, members assembled outside to observe
a two-minute silence at noon before marching to the Bay
Horse, where the landlady had arranged a buffet for the
Association.

HARTLEPOOL BRANCH COMMEMORATIVE SERVICE

At 1100 hrs Friday 15 August 2025 A VJ Day (Victory over Japan Day) service was held at the Cenotaph
Victoria Road, Hartlepool, and also on August 16, 2025, a Remembrance Ceremony at the Cenotaph

in Victory Square. Members of the Hartlepool Branch took part in an both ceremonies. and welcomed their
guests to join the branch them for the commemorative services.

SUNDERLAND

Sunderland held a special tribute on Friday, August 15th, to mark the 80th anniversary of VJ Day. The event
included a flag raising ceremony at City Hall and a remembrance service at the Cenotaph on Burdon Road,
with the Mayor and local veterans including the Sunderland DLI Association in attendance. The public were
able to pause and reflect on the sacrifices made during World War II and remember those who fought for
freedom.

DARLINGTON ON VJ DAY

On August 15 the VJ Flag was raised at a
ceremony at Darlington Town Hall. The
commemorative flag was raised outside

the town hall, while a service took place at |
St Mark's Church on North Road. '

EXHIBITION AT BRANCEPETH CASTLE
A VIJ Day 80 Exhibition was held at Brancepeth
Castle to commemorate the 80 years since the end
of World War 2
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VJ DAY AT SOUTH SHIELDS

South Shields Branch marked VJ Day at South Shields Town Hall

. where a new statue was unveiled to commemorate VJ Day.

This parade was also of special importance to us as a Branch. It was

the last parade our dearly departed brother Dougie Mather organised

. for our branch. In the picture left you will see our Branch Standard
Bearer taking the knee in respect of Dougie’s service to the Branch

| after the Lord Mayor paid tribute to Dougie.

South Shields Standard Bearer
‘takes the knee’ in respect of the
Late Dougie Mather Secretary South
Shield Branch DLI Association.

It was also great for the Branch to have
his Majesty’s Vice-Lord-Lieutenant of

Tyne and Wear, Lt General Robin Members of the South Shlelds Branch of the DLI Association parade
Brlms formerly of the Light Infantry, on VJ 80 Day at South Shields.

and the Lord Mayor of South Shields
# join us for a branch photograph.

As Britain remembers the 80th
anniversary of VJ Day, the latest
striking sculpture by celebrated artist
Ray Lonsdale was unveiled depicting
Sunderland POW Len Gibson, who

Members of the South Shlelds Branch of the DLI Association parade with
Vice-Lieutenant Tyne & Wear Lt Gen Robin Brims and the Lord Mayor of
South Shields at the VJ Parade in South Shields.

passed away aged 101 in 2021 and inspired so many in his long life.
The piece was unveiled at a moving ceremony at South Shields Town
Hall.

Statue of Len Gibson who passed
4 away aged 101 in 2021 and inspired
so many in his long life.
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Brancepeth Castle held an Exhibition to mark STOCKTON

VJ Day, where lots of WW2 Memorabilia of Friday, 15 August 2025 Stockton lit-up the Town Centre,

significance to VJ 80 were able to be viewed. Stockton Riverside and Newport Bridge in red, white and
blue to mark the 80th anniversary of Victory over Japan (VJ)
Day. (Image: STUART BOULTON)

HARTLEPOOL BRANCH VICTORY SOCIAL

To commemorate Victory in Europe VE Day and Victory over Japan VJ Day WW?2 officially ending on the
2nd September 1945, the Hartlepool Branch of the Durham Light Infantry re holding a Victory Social.
Friday Sth Sept 2025 1900hrs - 2300hrs at Ye Olde Durhams Social Club St Aidan’s Street Hartlepool
Entertainment by female vocalist Sam Naylor, Raffle, Food, Bingo

TICKETS £5 PP of any Branch Member on 01429 281534 / 07963 464230

ANNUAL REUNION OF 7™ BN LIIGHT INFANTRY

The Reunion took place on Sat 19 July 2025 in the Gilesgate Armoury Durham. There was a good
attendance of former members of the Battalion. In fact, there were more than there were in 2024 prebaby as
a result of a determined recruiting drive by former 7LI Officers and soldiers.

Sadly, there were no photographs taken.

LIGHT INFANTRY LUNCH

The Light Infantry Lunch took place at Winchester on 20 July 2025 . It was a most enjoyable occasion.

It was attended by a number of well-known former members of the Light Infantry and their guests, known to
many, including Lt Col John Heron and Maj Mike Latter, formerly of the 7" Bn Light Infantry.
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THE DLI IN TUNISIA - VISIT TO SFAX CWGC

Clive Bowery of the Durham
Branch of the DLI Association
has recently visited Tunisia. He
reported today that they visited
Sfax CWGC, where he laid a DLI
wreath and took pictures of all
DLI. graves in the cemetery
including that of Lt Col Jackson,

the officer commanding 8th Bn who was kllled at Mareth We also visited the actual Mareth Llne Things
have obviously changed a lot since '43 when they were described in Harry Moses’ and Ian English’s books
on 6/8/9 Bns. Found Wadi Zigzou OK, but difficult to work out where the various forts were. No sign of the
anti-tank ditch! Also walked across the Wadi (it was dry!) as a re-enactment in memory of what 151 Bde did
back in March '43.

The DLI played a
significant role in the
Tunisia campaign during
| World War II, particularly
*% 1n the battles of Mareth

' and Sedjenane. The 6th,
8th, and 9th Battalions,
part of the 151st Infantry
Brigade, were heavily
* involved in these
™ engagements. The DLI
~ faced fierce resistance
from Axis forces,
including the German
. Afrika Korps, and
endured heavy casualties.

The DLI's participation in
~ . Tunisia was crucial to the
5 ~ | Allied victory in North
Africa, culminating in the capture of Tunis in May 1943.
This victory marked the end of the North African
campaign.

Clive Bowery beside the memorial at Sfax
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STOCKTON BRANCH BBQ - THE DON BAR THORNABY -3 AUGUST 2025
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Stockton Branch BBQ took place as it does on the first Sunday in
August every year in the Don Bar at Thornaby. There was a
good turn out from Stockton Branch, South Shields and other
branches including some from Consett & Stanley, and Chester-le-
Street. David Smith Stockton Chairman had worked hard
contacting the other branches to encourage as many members as

'~ possible to ‘ :
come to the
BBQ, where
with Julie
Cooper they
had
provided a

3 good BBQ,
consisting
of a chicken
leg, beef-
burger, sausage, pork spare rib, cheese, chips,
salad, and a bread bun.

Lt Col John & Enid Heron

Members from South Shields enjoy the day

! Vice-Chairman Tom Sowerby ensured there were
plenty of raffle tickets sold, David Smith, Chairman,
was in charge of the prize draw. Joanne Hutchinson
Social Secretary took almost all the photographs

- There were approximately 40 Association members
"= there having a great time.

<<<< Stockton Vice-Chairman Tom Sowerby chats
to staff member Ella Kirsopp, who also sang in the
Karaoke, as did Julie Cooper, our hostess.

The StOthO” Table with John & Enid Heron, John Pamela Gardner, Jackie Fudge, and Charlie Fraser
Howe, Nicky & Shirley Port and Declan Sowerby enioying the BBQ
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Stewart Nile with a friend. Paulene & George Gill
from Consett & Stanley are sitting behind

THE KARAOKE CLUB
John Hambling of the South Shields Branch wearing the sexy apron used his fine voice to present a

=
g

A good party of nine members from Consett &
Stanlev Branch there to eniov the BBQ.

John Hambling from South Declan Sowerby from Melissa Brand-Smith
Shields Stockton encouraging Jasper to sing

number of karaoke numbers, followed by Declan Sowerby, who sang a few more including ‘I Did it
my Way’. One of the staff Ella Kirsopp also contributed, as well as Melissa Brand-Smith, David
Smith’s
daughter, who
did her best to
persuade
Jasper, aged 4
years, to sing
as part of the
Karaoke but
he wasn’t
keen!

L

Billy Port of the Stockton Branch and Maj Alasdair
Port of the Stockton Branch Watson of the Consett & Stanley Branch indulging
8 in some serious catching-up work.

Declan Sowerby, Joanne Hutchinson, Shirley



We don’t know what’s happening here, but
it's Andy Bonell. (left), Declan Sowerby and
Tom Sowerby in the picture..  .Are they
listening to David Smith? Only because
they might win a prize!

David Smith Stockton Chairman A general view of the Don Bar
announces the raffle prize winners where the BBQ was held.

Durham Light Infantry Association Chester-le-Street Branch
Sponsorship of Madeline Arnot

Madeline Arnot is a 13-year-old young lady from Birtley, who started
boxing at 4 years old and boxes out of the Washington Boxing Club, who
approached the Branch to see if they would sponsor her for future ventures.
Amongst her achievements so far are:

e 3 x National Championships

e 3xTTW (Tyne, Tees & Wear) Champion

¢ Swedish Golden Girl Champion (awarded best diploma boxer of

the tournament)
e Selected for the GB 3 Nations A picture of Madeline at
e 11 fights and 10 wins her Boxing Club

At the last branch meeting, the sponsorship of a
local rising star with a big future was discussed
and as a result, I am happy to announce, it was

. unanimously agreed by the branch to sponsor
Madeline Arnot to the tune of £100. Further to
this Branch member John Norton personally
donated £100. When Madeline was informed,
she was overjoyed and extremely thankful that
the branch were supporting her and she has
promised to keep us updated with her progress
and next bouts. The money will be put to good
use, helping with kit purchase and travel

costs. Madeline Arnot with her parents

A picture of Madeline’s T-
shirt

This is a rare opportunity for the Chester-le-Street Branch to sponsors Maddie and we wish her well
in her future competitions.



DEATHS

The following deaths were also reported to the Rifles Office since the publication of the last Monthly
Bulletin.

Death of Mr Gary Perkins Dougie Mather
Aged 77 Thursday 7t of August 2025.
Monday 21st July 2025. Dougie died from a stroke whilst in hospital

Served Somerset and Cornwall Light Infantry
(SCLI) in 1965 and in 1968 which became
the 1st Battalion the Light Infantry.
Served: Aden, Kenya, West Germany, NI
and Belgium.

Member of LI Association in Cornwall. .

May They Rest in Peace
Rifles Office
Elvet Waterside
| _— Durham,
A\ < \John R Heron DH1 3BW
%7 Lt Col Retired
DLI Association 20 August 2025
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