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DLI REUNION WEEKEND

The Durham Light Infantry held its first Annual Reunion on the second Sunday in September 1945, which
has been a tradition that continues to this day. This annual reunion is organized by the DLI Association and
includes a service at Durham Cathedral, a parade and inspection, and a Reunion Lunch for the

members. The DLI sticks to this traditional date and has just held its Annual Reunion Weekend in 2025
which also included a Black-tie Dinner on the Saturday evening before the Reunion Parade.

BLACK-TIE DINNER - 13 SEPTEMBER 2025

Major Lawton and Col Hopper arrange the table for
the dinner

Richy Tough and Mike van der Gucht chat together Lt Col (Rtd) John Heron chats with the Padre
Keith Teasdale (left) and Maj Lawton Chairman



The Association Padre Rev Keith Teasdale chats with All gathered at table for the dinner at the Durham
Col (Rtd) Arthur Charlton TD DL Club with host Maj (Rtd) Chris Lawton MBE DL

The Lord Lieutenant Sue Snowdon’s husband The Chairman (right) Maj Chris Lawton greets
Keith Snowdon speaks to Capt (Rtd) Richy Tough Rifles Secretary North Jo Jackson-Wyatt and her
and Col (Rtd) Arthur Charlton husband Geoff

Maj Lawton (right) with Capt Michael and Mrs Bryden The Mayoress of Durham City Clir Jan Blakey with
Eileen Charlton and Terry Lawton



The Lord Lieutenant Sue Snowdon with her husband
Keith (right) and Col Steve Hopper Rifles Deputy
Colonel North.

Capt Mike Bryden with retired Majs George Adair
and Colin Reeves formerly of Durham ACF

(Left ) Maj (Rtd) Mike van der Gucht Vice-Chairman Present and Past DLI Association Secretaries Capt
DLI Association with Lt Col (Rtd) Jimmy Brown and Richy Tough and Lt Col John Heron
Maj Colin Reeves

Col Arthur Charlton (centre) with Enid Heron A general view some of the Guests at the Black-Tie Dinner
and Maj Mike van der Gucht
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DURHAM LIGHT INFANTRY ASSOCIATION REUNION PARADE

The Reunion Parade takes place in the College Close at the rear of Durham Cathedral. The parade has three
elements to it namely the Branch Standards which lead the parade marching behind the Parade Commander,
the main body of former Light Infantrymen, and a non-marching group of members who wish to parade but
who can no longer march owing to age or infirmity. Each group is inspected by a senior officer, before the
group minus the non-marchers March Past the inspecting officers.
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The Inspecting Officer Col Steve Hopper speaks to 4 The Lord Lieutenant Sue Snowdon speaks to
lan Brown from the Bishop Auckland Branch and the Parade Commander Capt (Rtd) Richy
Pat Greenan of the Durham Branch Tough with the Assn Chairman accompanying.



The Lord Lieutenant speaks to Lt Col (Rtd) John The Lord Lieutenant speaks to Brian Laverick of
Heron, parading with the DLI Association, on her the Faithful Inkerman Dinner Club and other
arrival at the parade from an unexpected direction! members on parade with the Association.
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The Association Chairman & Vice Dean Revd Canon Wreaths ready to be laid by the Lord Lieutenant,

Michael Hampel ready for the Wreath Laying in in the Colonel Steve Hopper Dep Col (North) Rifles and Lt
DLI Memorial Garden to the south of the cathedral Col Neil Watson CO 8 Rifles. Maj Lawton looks on.

The Parade Commander Capt (Rtd) Richy Tough The Lord Lieutenant, Senior Officers, Clirs, and
marching the Branch Standards Past the saluting base Chairman of the Association at the saluting base.
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Association Vice-Chairman Maj Michael van der Gucht A closer view of some of those in the Main Body
marches the Main Body past the saluting base Marching Past

THE CATHEDRAL SERVICE
Durham Cathedral is the spiritual Home of the Durham Light Infantry and its Association. A service in the

cathedral is always a part of the Reunion weekend and follows main parade.
: f14.

The Branch Standards under the command of the The Band of the Durham ACF sit ready in the north
Standards Warrant Officer parade in the cloisters. transept to play for the Reunion Service.

Standards ready to March in for the Laying-up at The Branch Standards March into the service through
the altar in the DLI Chapel the Association gathered in the south transept



Members and Friends of
the Association

present at the Reunion
Parade




Denis Ward, Chairman 8/11 Bn OCA with his partner Capt (Rtd) Michael Bryden
Magaret Campbell Best with Rifles AO Shirley Nicholson

Maj Paul Wharton MM with BM Derek Corbett Steve Robson & Maj Michael Bond with Maj M v d Gucht

Major (Rtd) Chris Lawton MBE DL Chairman DLI Association bids farewell to the Lord Lieutenant Sue Snowdon

The photos were taken by the Association photographer John Attle



AWAITING THE ASSOCIATION LUNCH AT THE DURHAM CLUB

Michael Coulson DLI John Norton DLI

They're certainly Grenville Holland and friends at the Reunion Lunch  Maj Chris Lawton MBE DL,
having a good time! Chairman DLI Association takes
a moment to reflect on the day.

Michel McMahon Secretary Sunderland Branch with Brian Hardman, and Jimmy Quinn from Chester-
Branch members le-Street



John Norton emjoying the day with friends

The photographs were taken by David Langley

CATCH-UP PAGE — THE HARTLEPOOL VJ DAY PARADE
Hartlepool DLI Association had a good turnout for the VJ Day Parade at Hartlepool as can be seen on these
photographs sent by Terry Phillips of the Hartlepool Branch DLI Association

Frank Peers and Brian Coward at the Hartlepool VJ
Day Parade
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(Above) Robert (Tich) Johnson formerly of the
RAF at the Hartlepool VJ Day Parade with the
Veterans proud on parade (Photo by Michael 10 Royal Naval Association Wreath.

Grant)



DEATHS

The following deaths have been reported to the Rifles Office since the publication of the last Monthly
Bulletin.

Death: Kelvin Jones, Major Christopher (Kit) Chambers
Died: on Monday 1 September 2025 Died: 4th September 2025.
Aged: 66. (late KSLI and 3LI)
Served: with 3DLI
May they Rest in Peace
Rifles Office
Elvet Waterside
1 — Durham,
AN \John R Heron DH1 3BW

Lt Col Retired

DLI Association 20 Sept 2025
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