Dear All

Please see attachment regarding support for Commonwealth Veterans.

Regards

From: Major Chris (Retd) Lawton MBE DL
Chairman, DLI Association
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Support for Veterans
of the Commonwealt

As the country marks 80 years since the end of the Second World War,

we commemorate the significant role of the many members of the
Commonwealth who served in the Armed Forces and the work of the Royal
Commonwealth Ex-Services League, which continues to support Veterans and
their families. Secretary General David Thompson explains its important role.

Thc Royal Commonwealth
Ex-Services League (RCEL),

or the British Commonwealth
Ex-Services League as it was formerly
known, was founded in 1921 by

Field Marshal Earl Haig and General
Smuts. The founding members were
Australia, Canada, Newfoundland,
New Zealand, Rhodesia, South Africa
and the UK.

Its aim has always been, and
continues to be, to “ensure that no
Commonwealth ex-service man or
woman shall be without help if in
need”. RCEL looks after the welfare
of ex-Service men and women of
Commonwealth countries who
have at some time served the British
Crown, prior to their country gaining
independence.

The level of attrition and casualties
after the First World War left large
numbers of dependants and disabled
Service men and women and civilians
needing urgent help. Of the three
million Commonwealth soldiers in
this war, 440,000 were casualties.

In this period, the League assisted
with pensions advice, migration,
tracing lost relatives, mail transfers of
money and disability claims.

Commonwealth key

A key aspect of the Second World
War was the contribution of 4.5
million Commonwealth Service
men and women from India, Africa
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and the Caribbean, of whom 360,000
became casualties — an astonishing
figure compared with the six million
British Forces. They came from all
over the Commonwealth — a million
from Canada; 2.5 million from the
Indian sub-continent; others from
South Africa, Australia, New Zealand,
the Caribbean, Far East and Africa.
From December 1941 to August
1945, British Commonwealth troops
and their allies fought a bitter war
against the Japanese in Asia. A new
phase of the war in the Far East began
for the British in November 1943
with the formation of South East Asia

Command (SEAC) under Admiral
Lord Louis Mountbatten. More
than 900,000 men and women from
Commonwealth and Empire forces
served with the British in the SEAC.
The governments of some countries
that had provided Service men and
women either ignored the needs
of the ex-Service men and women
who had fought for the Crown or
considered it the responsibility
of the UK government. With no
financial support from the UK, RCEL
provided, and continues to provide,
financial aid to pre-independence
Veterans and their widows across the
Commonwealth.

Not forgotten
As we approach the 80th anniversary
of V] Day, it is vital we remember the
contribution of those who served.
Commonwealth troops believed in
freedom and were happy to fight
alongside the “mother country” to
make the world a safer place. They
weren’t called up. They didn’t have
to join us. They chose to. They rose
to support Britain and to fight for the
freedom the world enjoys today.
British Empire forces who fought
against the Japanese in the Burma
campaign peaked at just under a
million. They were drawn primarily
from British India, with formations
equivalent to eight infantry divisions
and six tank regiments, and 90,000
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African soldiers from East and West
Africa who fought in the 81st and
82nd (West Africa) Divisions and 11th
East Africa Division. Much of the 14th
Army's fighting strength therefore
comprised Indian and African troops.

Enduring support

This legacy remains pertinent today.
RCEL still supports Veterans who
fought in the Burma campaign and
their widows. So commemorating
V] Day has resonance for surviving
Commonwealth Veterans of Burma.

Today, RCEL provides welfare
support for ex-Service men and
women of Commonwealth countries
who are resident overseas. This takes
the form of welfare grants to provide
two nutritious meals a day.

RCEL has 52 member organisations
in 46 countries in the Caribbean,
West, East and Southern Africa, the
Indian sub-continent, Southeast Asia,
the Pacific and Australasia. In 2019,

RCEL received a five-year grant
from the Foreign Commonwealth
and Development Office (FCDO),
boosting the value of welfare grants.
An extension was granted until 2027,
for which we are most grateful.

RCEL now supports beneficiaries
in 27 countries - 3,212 people in 2024.
FCDO UK aid has meant more than
7,000 beneficiaries have received
significantly enhanced grants.

Much of RCEL's work across the
Commonwealth is carried out by
volunteers. They are supported by a
board of trustees and Commonwealth
Council members in the UK.

RCEL has a UK team of six and
regular monitoring and evaluation
visits are undertaken to member

Commonwealth troops
weren't called up. They
didn't have to join us

organisations. It has committed to
providing matched funding for the
FCDO Commonwealth Veterans
Programme and is grateful for the
generosity of the UK Service charities
and others who support its work.

RCEL is proud of its link with
the Royal Family. King Charles III
became patron in May 2024 and the
late Queen Elizabeth Il was patron for
more than 70 years.

The welfare grants provided by
RCEL enhance and save lives, Those
who are supported are in the evening
of their lives (see case studies overleaf).
Most are in their 90s and living
beyond the average life expectancy of
their country.

The provision of sufficient food is a
basic human right and one that must
continue, These Veterans came to the
aid of the UK when we needed them
most. We must honour them and
ensure comfort and dignity for their
remaining days. 9
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DEATHS

The following deaths have been reported to the Rifles Office since the publication of the last Monthly

Bulletin.

Death of Colonel DTL (Tim) Beath
Died: on 17" September 2025
aged 94.

Served Rife Bde
I and 3LI (Light Infantry)
(KSLI/SCLI/5LI)

Brigadier (Retd) Roger Preston CBE.
Born: October 24 1935
Died: Sun 05 Oct 25,
Aged: 89
Served KOYLI & LI

Death of Philip, Miles Monk Windsor-Aubrey
Born: 16 August 1933
Died: 28 September 2025
Educated at Clifton and Sandhurst.

2nd Lieutenant DLI 31 July 1953, Lieutenant 31
July 1955 Temp Captain 18 June 1959 to 30 July
1959. Captain 31 July 1959. Temp Major 10 April
1966 to 30 July 1966 Major 31 July 1966 Retired
01 September 1970 Special Employment, Ghana
Army 01 July 1958 to 18 December 1958 DAA &

QMG 11 Infantry Brigade

May they Rest in Peace
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