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 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY REPORT 

The 80th Anniversary of VE Day, Meaning Victory in Europe Day, was commemorated on 8th May 2025 

with celebrations organised to take place throughout the country in major centres of population. In County 

Durham the major commemorative service took place in Durham Cathedral and commemorations were held 

in local communities throughout the county some organised by Branches of the DLI Association. 

A special evensong service at Durham Cathedral took place at 5.30pm, whilst a National Bell ringing event 

‘Ring Out’ was  held at 6.30pm and the cathedral was lit from 9pm on Tuesday 6 May, Wednesday 7 May 

and VE Day Thursday 8 May.  The Lord Lieutenant of County Durham Sue Snowdon, Secretary Capt (Rtd) 

Richy Tough, Lt Col Ian Banks and officials from the DLI Association and others attended the Evensong. 
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The Durham Royal Navy & RAF Cadets form a Guard 
of Honour for the arrival of the Lord Lieutenant 

The Dean of Durham addresses the Congregation  The Lord Lieutenant reads the lesson as part of the service 

The Dean of Durham Very Revd Dr Philip Plyming 
greets the Lord Lieutenant of County Durham Sue 
Snowdon 
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Members of the Association within the congregation Clerics of the cathedral in place ready for the service 

The Dean of Durham escorts the Lord Lieutenant 
from the Cathedral 

Denis Ward, Capt  Michael Bryden, Col Ian Banks, 
Paul Greenan, Capt (Rtd) Richy Tough, Clive 
Bowery , Michael Langelier, Padre Keith Teasdale 
following the VE Day Service 

Assisted by Lt Col Ian Banks Capt Richy Tough 
checks timings to make sure arrangements are 
proceeding satisfactorily. 

Members of the DLI Association chat outside the 
cathedral 
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STOCKTON BRANCH COMMEMORATION AT WELLBURN HOUSE CARE HOME ON VE DAY 

Members of Stockton Branch DLI Association visited Wellburn House Stockton to share with them the 

commemoration of VE Day.  The visit was arranged by the Stockton Branch Social Secretary, Joanne 

Hutchinson and the Care-Home Manager Dominique, and what a successful day it was!  The Branch 

conducted a short formal service including the Last Post and Reveille with Tony Littlefair formerly of the 

Duke of Wellington’s Regiment sounded the calls.  John Howe, who was as old as some of the residents, 

caried the Branch standard.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the formal service Lt Col John Heron made a short speech about his memories of the original VE Day.  

He was 5 years old at the time and VE Day for him included the street party which he had attended where he 

tasted pineapple for the first time.  He spoke of  the ride he had on the top of a double-decker horse bus 

around Billingham with the other kids.  He recalled how he and his sister, Anne, at the end of the blackout 

regulations, had dived through the brown-paper painted-blackout-sheets normally put up at the windows, as 

they would never be required again.  And he remembered rationing, and how it had taken some time before 

sweetsand other items  came off the ration. Later Branch members were able to speak to individual care-

home residents and re-awaken their memories of VE Day. Some of the Wellburn House residents had been 

evacuees, and one had a brother who had been in a Japanese Concentration camp whom they had welcomed 

home soon after the war and is still living with their family all these years later at the age of 92.   

Bugler Tony Littlefair Ex-DWR plays the Last Post John Howe dips the Stockton Standard 

Standard Bearer John Howe takes post The Stockton DLI Association take their places 
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Some of the residents had done National Service, but many had no personal memories of VE Day as they 

were too young while had watched the television programmes and commemorations which had taken place 

during the previous week and enjoyed the part played by the Royal Family and  the RAF Flypast.   

Everybody sang some of the well-known wartime songs which they all remembered, to made it a special 

day. The care-home manager says the residents hadn't stopped talking about the visit of the DLI Association 

Branch since. They all thoroughly enjoyed it.  Many have been telling their families about the visit. One 

gentleman who previously wouldn't leave his room later spent 1½ hours outside telling his family all about 

the visit, which made the management very pleased. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stockton DLI Association Members at Wellburn House 
were John Howe, Andy Bonell, Stuart Nile, Lt Col John 
Heron, Chairman David Smith, Vice Chairman Tom 
Sowerby as well as Social Secretary Joanne Hutchinson 
and Shirley Port who are not on the picture. A Stockton 
RM Cadet also present is shown in the picture. 

Branch members with one of the residents for whom 
it was too cold to be outside.  Even though the care-
home provided thick blankets for all the residents, to 
enable them to sit outside, for some it was still too 
cold. 
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The Stockton Branch members spent a lot of time talking to the residents.  This is probably what made the 

visit a success for all staff & residents at Wellburn Care Home 

   

STOCKTON BRANCH ATTEND A VE DAY CONCERN IN THE GLOBE THEATRE STOCKTON 

On Saturday 10 May, eleven Members of Stockton Branch attended a 

special VE Day Concert in the Globe Theatre organised by the Stockton 

Branch of the Royal British Legion. 

Branch Social Secretary Joanne 

Hutchinson got the tickets which were 

hard to get as the theatre was full to 

capacity with many veterans, parents as 

well as members of the public.   

Everyone enjoyed a varied programme  

of performances,  which included cadet 

forces musicians playing a range musical 

instruments  as well as many adult 

singers and choirs.  Stockton Standard 

Bearer John Howe paraded carrying the 

Stockton Standard which was one of the 

many Veterans’ Association standards 

bedecking the stage throughout the concert.  The concert was a musical 

extravaganza with the Trimdon Silver Band opening the programme, 

followed by a choir of primary school pupils from Long Newton village 

near Stockton singing a selection of the well-known war-time songs.  

A general view of the concert at ‘The Globe’ 

At the concert Lt Col John Heron and his wife Enid, Chairman David and 
his wife Dany Smith, Vice Chairman Tom Sowerby, John Walker and his 
wife Shirley, Andy Bonell, and Stuart Nile. 
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Particularly impressive was a Fife and Drum Band from a group of cadet bands, and a Royal Navy Cadet 

Demonstration Team of Club-Swingers who conducted their routine to a selection of sea-shanties.  Another 

performer who was very well received was a George Formby tribute player, who entertained everyone with a 

highly competent ukulele presentation of   “When I was Cleaning Windows.”   

A most interesting group was from Fairfield Women’s Institute who made a presentation of War-time 

memories from their personal experience and sang songs to accompany it.  There were numerous adult 

singers and performers.  There is no doubt you certainly got your money’s worth at this concert running 

from 1900-2215 hrs.  A well worthwhile evening to commemorate a special time in British war-time history. 

 

BISHOP AUCKLAND BRANCH DLI ASSOCIATION COMMEMORATIVE VE-DAY 

Eighteen members attended, Major Paul Wharton MM took the parade with three buglers Jimmy Foster, 

Alex Nimmo and Chris Coxon.  John Snowdon carried the Bishop Auckland Standard and Davey Powell 

carried the Spennymoor Standard.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a service at St Anne’s Church in the Market Place Bishop Auckland and at 1050 hrs everyone 

moved to the Cenotaph where the Last Post was sounded followed by two minutes silence, then Reveille, 

Major Allen Peers spoke the words of the Exhortation and the Kohima Epitaph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Snowdon with the Bishop 
Auckland Standard and Davey 
Powell with the Standard from 
Spennymoor 

Major Paul Wharton MM and members of the Bishop Auckland Branch DLI 
Association and two officers from 8 Rifles at the 80th VE Day 
Commemoration 
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SOUTH SHIELDS DLI ASSOCIATION COMMEMORATES THE 80th ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY  

The South 

Shields Branch  

DLI Association 

held a VE Day 

event in 

Hebburn 

supported by the 

Iona Club, 

Bede’s Helping 

Hands Food 

Bank and 

Veterans in 

Care.  This event 

was attended by 

members of the 

public, veterans 

from the care 

community, and of course by South Shields Branch 

members, bugler and Standard Bearers.  In total there 

were around 

180 people 

supporting our 

event aged 

from 4 years to 

100.  There was 

a short parade 

held outside 

after which everyone moved into the Iona Club Concert Room which 

was full to capacity.  We were entertained by St Oswald’s (South 

Shields) primary school choir who sang songs from the War years  and the recently written song from 

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s (Lovingly Remembered) that was first heard on the D Day Event in Normandy at 

the British Memorial in Normandy.  There was food, dancing, and of course Wor Vera who was there to 

entertain the troops.  We raised over £250 for the charity Veterans for Veterans in Care who work with 

Armed Forces Veterans in Care Homes (THE FORGOTTEN ARMY)    

A great day was had by all.  Regards John Hambling. 



 

8 

 

 

SUNDERLAND COMMEMORATES THE END OF WORLD WAR 2 IN EUROPE 8 MAY 2025 

 

 

8 May 2025 marks 80 years since the end of the 2nd World War in Europe, and schools, colleges, care-homes 

veterans and community groups in Sunderland signed up to join in the commemorations.  A special VE Day 

programme was organised by Sunderland City Council and the city’s Veterans groups.  At 9.00am on 8 May 

a representative in the City Hall proudly raised the VE Day Flag and 

encouraged residents to join the celebrations.    From 11.00am  a variety of 

celebration foods were available  at 

Keel Square.  In the afternoon at 

4.00pm a street party took place there 

featuring music, performances from 

local organisations, a display of World 

War 2 vehicles and sweet-treats.  The 

day’s events concluded with a special 

VE Day Concert at the Fire Station 

beginning at 7.00pm which included 

performances from vintage singers, 

dancers,  a big band, and a choir hosted by Alfie Joey.  The evening closed at 

9.30pm  with the lighting of the ‘Lamplight of Peace’ on Keel Square.  

Monuments across the city were lit in solidarity to represent the ‘Light of 

Peace’ after the darkness of war. 

Councillor Beth Jones, cabinet member for communities, culture and tourism 

at Sunderland City Council said, “It’s fantastic to see Sunderland coming 

together at this significant time, 80 years since the end of World War 2 in 

Europe. “It is important that we take 

this opportunity to remember the 

sacrifices as well as the resilience of 

those who have gone before us”.  Ger 

Fowler, founder and chief executive 

of Veterans in Crisis said, “This is a 

truly incredible effort from the 

council to bring all the Veterans 

groups together to celebrate VE Day 

together.” to commemorate the 

Victory of War in Europe 1945.   
 

 Sunderland Branch DLI Association Standard Bearer Dan McEwan with members of 
the Sunderland Branch and Jo Jackson-Wyatt |C2| Rifles Regional Secretary North 
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HARTLEPOOL COMMEMORATION OF THE 80TH ANNIVERSARY OF VE DAY 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hartlepool Veterans with WW2 RAF Veteran 
Marjorie  Pounderwhose job it was in World War 2 to repair 

Lancaster Bombers 

Hartlepool Branch Members attending a Commemorative service for VE Day at Hartlepool Cenotaph 
 
 

 

Four Hartlepool Branch Members 
Ronnie Eve, Brian Gortin, Frank 
Gallen and Paul Allen 

 

Elwick Grange Care Home which Hartlepool Veterans attended a for a VE Day party 
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KOREA COMMEMORATION – 1 MAY 2025 

Veterans of the Korean 

War joined His excellency 

Mr Yoon Yeocheol, 

Korean Ambassador to 

the United Kingdom, who 

paid his respects, made a 

short speech and laid a 

wreath on behalf of the 

Republic of Korea on 

Thursday 1st  May at a 

memorial service in York, 

at the dedicated site in 

Leeman Road Memorial 

Gardens,  DLI Members 

attended the 

commemoration in the 

Memorial Garden there 

and John Waller, a DLI 

Korean Veteran from 

Bishop Auckland Branch, 

laid a wreath on behalf of 

the DLI Association.    

 

DEATHS 

No deaths have been reported to the Rifles Office since the publication of the last Monthly Bulletin.  
  

 

May they Rest in Peace 

 

John R Heron
Lt Col Retired
DLI Association 

 

Rifles Office  
Elvet Waterside  

Durham,  
DH1 3BW 

                                    
17 May 2025 

 

Members present from left to right John Snowdon with the Bishop Auckland Standard, Major Chris Lawton, 
Major Michael Van der Gucht, John Waller, Captain George Campbell and Richy Tough with Houghton-le-
Spring Standard 


