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On Sunday morning, 1 November, at 1045 hrs the Annual VC Stone Commemoration Ceremony took place in front of 
Bishop Cosin’s House, on the Palace Green in Durham to honour all eleven DLI soldiers awarded the Victoria Cross 
amd whose names are on the VC Stone at that location. In the absence of  the Club President, Lt.Col. John Heron, TD, 
due to ill health F.I,D.C Secretary, Richard Tough, led the Service. 
 
This year, as part of the annual rotation, Private Michael Wilson Heaviside VC was remembered by Richard Tough, 
covering in detail, his early life, including his R.A.M.C. service in the Boer Wars; and then how he joined the DLI in 
the early weeks of WW1, leading to his award of the VC for actions on 6th May 1915 with 15 DLI and then about his 
life as a miner after the war. Maj Michael van der Gucht read out all of the names of the VC soldiers who had been 
awarded the Victoria Cross between the years 1854 and 1942. 
 
As well as attracting many tourists and passerby’s, there were approx. 40 members and guests in attendance, including 
the Grandson and Great-Grandson of Private Michael Heaviside V.C., with two Buglers and 2 Standards enhancing the 
service. Following the ceremony many of the party attended the Cathedral Undercroft for refreshments and a chance to 
catch up and reflect on the Service.  
 
DLI ASSOCIATION INDOOR AIR RIFLE COMPETITION 2026 
 
There have been problems in obtaining a location to hold our event(s) in February 2026, following the 
closure and relocation of the Black Dog Air Rifle Range in Spennymoor, It did re-open in a new building for 
a brief period but has since closed, temporarily, for personal reasons of the owner. We are working to find a 
suitable replacement host venue but in the meantime would urge all of our Branch Secretaries to register 
their wish to take part, to the Rifles Office, to enable the range to be booked. 
 
This competition will consist of four shooters per team, with only one team per Branch. It would be 
advisable to find a Range suited to your own Branch for practice and team selection purposes, 
 
PROPOSED TRIP TO NORMANDY IN 2027 – SOUTH SHIELDS BRANCH 
 
This is proposed to be a 7-day trip departing South Shields, with various pick-up points, starting  on 23rd 

 August 2027. Finger in the air costs are £650 per person. 

30 seats have already been taken, so anyone interested please get in touch asap. Please note that 
Members will be taking wives and girlfriends, so this is not a stag do. 

Contact: John Hambling 

Treasurer DLI South Shields Branch 

www.dlisouthshields.org.uk  

 

LIGHT INFANTRY REUNION, SHREWSBURY 2026 

The Light Infantry Reunion will take place in Shrewsbury on 13th June 2026; this is the only information we 
have for this year, so more to come as they release their intentions. No dates have been released for 2027 
or 2028. 

DLI ASSOCIATION INDOOR GAMES 2026 

Detailed instructions will follow soon, however, please note the location and date below for your diaries: 

Location: Dubmire Royal British Legion, Britannia Terrace, Colliery Row, Fencehouses, 

Houghton-le-Spring. DH4 6LJ 

Date: 22nd March 2026 

4 
 

http://www.dlisouthshields.org.uk/


Timings: 1045 for an 1135 start; lunch 1300-1345; finish 1630hrs. 

END OF YEAR BRANCH AND FINANCIAL RETURNS FOR 2025 

Note to Branch Secretaries that documentation will be sent out shortly, to be returned by mid-March 2026. 

HARTLEPOOL HEADLAND HEUGH MUSEUM  

16th Dec at 0800hrs – 0830hrs Bombardment of the Hartlepools Commemoration, at Redheugh Gardens, The 

Headland, Hartlepool. TS24 0PS 

A short service to remember those lost in the devastating German Naval Bombardment on 16th December 1914. The 

names of the children and Service personnel killed during the bombardment, including DLI soldiers, will be read and 

crosses planted in their memory. The Museum 25 pounder will fire at 0810hrs to mark the beginning of the 

Bombardment. The community are invited to plant a cross or lay a wreath. 

The museum will be open from 0730hrs for hot drinks. 

BRANCH SECRETARIES MOHTHLY NOTES FOR THE BULLETIN 

All Branch Secretaries are requested to write a short paragraph or two on their own Branches activities to ensure 

their voice is heard; include a photo or two, with names if possible, if it will enhance your contant. 

CHANGE OF EDITOR 

Following the recent illness of Colonel John Heron, who has been the stalwart and most informative Editor for over 

twelve years the task now falls to me, the DLI Association Secretary Richard Tough, who is of much lesser skill. 

John is recovering well and is out of hospital but as yet unable to attend the office or other events just yet; my 

heartfelt thanks go to him for all his support to me and for his stewardship of the Monthly Bulletin. 

May I therefore ask for your patience and forbearance dear reader as I gear myself up for the task ahead in uprating 

my skills abilities in bringing you a better Bulletin than the feeble effort I place before you this month. 
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